
October 23, 2023 
 
State of Maine 
Department of Agriculture, Conservation & Forestry 
Land Use Planning Commission 
22 State House Station 
Augusta, Maine 04000-0022 
 
 
Subject: Pickett Mountain Mine Rezoning Application, ZP779A 
  Wolfden Mt. Chase, LLC 
  T6 R6 WELS, Penobscot County  
 
 
Re:  Letter of Support for Wolfden’s Rezoning Request 
 
 
Dear Members of the Maine LUPC: 
 
Good evening LUPC Chair Worcester and LUPC Commissioners. My name is Glenn Adams, and I’m a resident 
of Oakland, Maine. I’m testifying today in support of Wolfden’s rezoning application related to the Pickett 
Mountain Mine project. As a Maine-born resident exceeding 40 years in age, I truly appreciate all the state has 
to offer. That includes time spent outdoors with my wife and four children. During Labor Day weekend in 2022 
we enjoyed our time staying at the Matagamon Wilderness Campground on the banks of the East Branch of the 
Penobscot River and exploring Upper and Lower South Branch ponds in Baxter State Park. As a licensed 
professional engineer educated at the University of Maine, I’ve been fortunate enough to be able to work in 
Maine for much of my career. Over the last two decades, I’ve seen many types of projects, both public and 
private, environmentally sensitive, and with high visibility be constructed, and seen others die in the permitting 
and approval process. I’ve also worked in every corner of the state from Presque Isle, to Danforth, to Roxbury 
and Kittery, in places with significant opportunity for our residents, and others with little to offer. I’m asking for 
you to approve Wolfden’s application and let them move on to the next steps in this process. Let Wolfden prove 
themselves in the study and permitting phase and watch them create local jobs and opportunity for the residents 
of this great state. 
 
I thank you for your time and for the opportunity to testify, and I’d be happy to answer any questions that you 
may have. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
Glenn J. Adams 
223 Country Club Road 
Oakland, ME 04963 
Glennadams527@gmail.com 
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Carr, Tim

From: Mali Obomsawin <maliobomsawin@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2023 5:56 PM
To: LUPC, Wolfden Rezoning
Subject: Comment for heading on LUPC rezoning application

EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside of the State of Maine Mail System. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

My name is Mali Obomsawin, im an Abenaki environmentalist from Old Town, working in land and water justice 
across the state. I run a conservation land trust. I have a deep relationship with the watersheds of Maine, and I have been 
flighting against the pollution of Maine’s  waterways for years. 

 
As indigenous people we are keenly familiar with the process of being misled and lied to by corporations. We are 

not falling for Wolfden’s gladhanding and empty promises about labor opportunities in maines economy. We can see that 
any economic benefit of mining in Patton would be short lived and far outweighed by the environmental consequences 
that would reverberate throughout the state. 

 
Metallic mining poses profound environmental risks to water systems. This re-zoning proposal is affects the 

headwater tributaries of the   Penobscot - the LARGEST watershed in Maine - and mattawamkeag rivers, which  are both 
designated as for sustenance fishing use by the Wabanaki nations. The Penobscot River is also home to one of the most 
celebrated restoration projects in the entire nation, and Wolfden’s mining threatens to undo decades of those efforts to 
restore the health of the river and its sea run fish. If the LUPC approves this mining project, you will be liable for reversing 
one of the highest studied cases of river restoration in the world.  

 
ON YOUR WEBSITE, it states that your commission was created to (and I quote):  

  
  
 Preserve 
  public health, safety and general welfare; 
  
  
  
 Support 
  and encourage Maine's natural resource-based economy and strong environmental protections; 
  
  
  
 Prevent 
  commercial and industrial uses detrimental to the long-term health, use and value of these areas and to Maine's 

natural resource-based economy; 
  
  
  
 Prevent 
  the despoliation, pollution and detrimental uses of the water in these areas; and 
 Conserve 
  ecological and natural values.” 
  

Please uphold the principles your commission was founded under and do not allow this land to be rezoned for 
mining operations. 
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Any decision we make now will live on FAR beyond today. We will have to answer to our children and 

grandchildren for envirobmental choices made today.  
 



STATE OF MAINE 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION & FORESTRY 

LAND USE PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

RE: In Opposition of proposed rezoning of Wolfden LLC. Zinc metal mining at Pickett Mountain; 
Testimony October 23, 2023 

 

Hi Land Use Planning Commission staff and Commissioners, 

My name is Katia Westcott and I reside from Hollis Maine. I am here today in opposition to zinc 

metal Mining in Maine proposed by Wolfden LLC. and that the rezoning should not move forward to the 

next phase of permitting. In my understanding based on research and profile of Wolfden LLC. The 

uncertainty of concerns of pollutants entering the groundwater, impact on natural resources is far reached 

based on the Maine rulings chapter 200. The claims for remedial actions reflect inconclusive and display 

inconsistencies based on their claims disclosed for preventative measures.  

The unfamiliar practice of mining of nearby waterways and point of exposures is clear that this 

will, in fact, will cause environmental adverse effects in the surrounding areas. This violates the 

Precautionary Principle and defines a legal approach to innovations with potential for causing harm when 

extensive scientific knowledge on the matter is lacking. It has been mentioned of treating the wastewater 

effluent discharge by implementing a ‘reverse osmosis water treatment’. In the preservation of water 

quality, it takes billions of waters in the ore extraction method and the capacity that it will uphold will be 

an expensive process in turn.  

The incentive of meeting Maine’s stringent water standards is very rigorous. I believe Wolfden is 

not capable of withholding to the cleanliness that is required in the state of Maine and with no experience 

to this degree of management practices. One chemical of concern, other the acid mine drainage, is PFAs. 

PFAs pollutants conveyed in stormwater discharges from metal mining (ore mining of interest) proposes 

uncertainty of factors that influence to the extent industrial activities and significant materials that can 



affect water quality. Factors such as the geological location, topography, hydrology, extent of impervious 

surfaces (e.g., concrete or asphalt), type of groundwater cover (e.g., vegetation, crushed stone, or dirt), 

outdoor activities (e.g., material storage, loading and unloading), vehicle maintenance, size of the 

operation and the consideration of type, duration, and intensity of precipitation events.  

The mining applications of extraction of ores and minerals involve acid mist suppressing, wetting 

agents, hydrocarbon foaming agent, fluorinated surfactants used in ore floating and fluoropolymer used in 

pipes, cable, hoses, and conveyor belts. The route of exposure and pathways of concern off-site, in a 

worst-case scenario, if a system were to fail or incompliant practices of monitoring, the risks of PFAs 

discharge to groundwater or surface waters is inevitable. The direct contact with impacted soil due to off-

site migration of soil particulates via wind or mining emissions and disposition onto soils poses serious 

environmental risks.  

The exposures from PFAs impacts surface water and sediment. The incidental ingestion of 

surface water/sediment, and aquatic biota poses serious threats to the natural environment, ecological 

health, and species of concern (e.g., fisheries) it may affect. The solubility of PFAs, surfactant properties, 

stability, and poor absorption characteristics of different PFAs tend to complicate remediation as common 

technologies are ineffective. The history of mining, with extent of poor technology practices (e.g., 

Callahan Mining 1968-1972) and consideration of new technologies, the uncertainty of exposures, in case 

of PFAs is a high environmental concern and trends, are overlooked in the aspect of conducting a mining 

such as this. Consequently, transport of PFAs impacted treatment off site is expensive, improbable, 

sensitive equipment of poor longevity and on-site disposal of highly soluble and potentially mobile 

contaminants like PFAs is impractical. As such, I oppose Wolfden LLC and its mining exploration here in 

the state of Maine.  

Sincerely, 

Katia Westcott 



References 

Barfoot, K., McGrath, A., Richards, S., Shanoff, T., and Stonebridge, J. 2022. PFAs and the 
Mining Industry: Understanding the Challenges, June 2022. 
https://www.mineconferences.com/bluepixeldesign/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/47.-
Krista-Barfoot-PFAS-and-the-Mining-Industry-Understanding-the-Challenges-Final.pdf 

Division of Environmental and Community Health. 2023. Maine DWP - PFAS in Public Water 
Systems. https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/environmental-
health/dwp/pws/pfas.shtml#:~:text=An%20interim%20standard%20of%2020,other%20re
medies%20must%20take%20place 

EPA. 2017. Callahan Mining Corp Site Profile. 
https://cumulis.epa.gov/supercpad/SiteProfiles/index.cfm?fuseaction=second.Cleanup&id=
0101028#bkground 

Maine Natural Areas Program. 2023. Memorandum Wolfden Mt. Chase LLC Rezoning. 
https://www.maine.gov/dacf/lupc/projects/wolfden/review/ZP779A_AgencyReviewMemo
randa.pdf 

Managing PFAs in Maine. 2020. Final Report from the Maine PFAS Task Force, January 2020. 
https://www.maine.gov/pfastaskforce/materials/report/PFAS-Task-Force-Report-FINAL-
Jan2020.pdf 

Metal Mining Pollution: A Serious Threat to Maine. 2023. Natural Resources Council of Maine, 
October 24, 2023. https://www.nrcm.org/programs/waters/metal-mining-pollution-maine/ 

Mundle, K. 2019 “Why Do PFAs Matter in the Mining Sector, and What Can Be Done?” 
WSPglobal. https://www.wsp.com/en-ca/insights/why-do-pfas-matter-in-the-mining-sector 

PFAs in mining and petroleum industry use, emissions and alternatives, July 2021. 
https://www.miljodirektoratet.no/sharepoint/downloaditem?id=01FM3LD2R3K5XU7HZ2
75GJ7NKF3DGGZ576 

Public Hearing: ZP779A – Pickett Mountain Mine Rezoning, Wolfden Mt. Chase, LLC. 
YouTube, October 24, 2023. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ub00gM0235o 

State of Maine Department of Agriculture, Conservation & Forestry Land Use Planning 
Commission. 2023.  Pre-filed Direct Testimony of Wolfden Mount Chase, LLC., 
September 2023. https://www.maine.gov/dacf/lupc/projects/wolfden/pre-filed-
testimony/ZP779A_WolfdenMtChase_PreFiledTestimony.pdf 

U.S.EPA. 2021. Industrial Storm water Fact sheet series - U.S. environmental protection agency, 
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2017-07/documents/sector_g_metalmining.pdf 



  

 

  

 

 



















1

Carr, Tim

From: Serena Wessely <serenawess13@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 8:00 AM
To: LUPC, Wolfden Rezoning
Subject: Document from Public Hearing on 10/23
Attachments: Pickett Mountain Research Papers.pdf

EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside of the State of Maine Mail System. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

To whom it may concern,  
 
I hope you are well.Unfortunately, I was unable to print this document to submit for public record at the hearing on 
Monday. Therefore, I have attached it to this email. The document attached provides the detailed sources for my public 
comment along with necessary descriptions. (All of the links are hyperlinked appropriately within the pdf as well) Please 
let me know if you have any questions or concerns.  
 
Thank you for your time.  
 
Sincerely, 
Serena Wessely  



 
 
 

Pickett Mountain Research Papers:  
 

Mining in Maine: 
 
There are no “historical mines” in northern Maine. The mining tourism industry angle for a 
decommissioned mine after the fact has no relevance.  
 
https://www.maine.gov/dacf/mgs/explore/mining/mrds/mrds.htm 
 

 
 
 

Link for review paper about the Health Effects of Zn Mining: 
 
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10661-011-2115-6 
 

 
Links outlining the environmental effects mining has on communities.  
 
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Environmental_Impact_of_Mining_and_Miner/attxCQ
AAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PP1&printsec=frontcover 
 

https://www.maine.gov/dacf/mgs/explore/mining/mrds/mrds.htm
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10661-011-2115-6
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Environmental_Impact_of_Mining_and_Miner/attxCQAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PP1&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Environmental_Impact_of_Mining_and_Miner/attxCQAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PP1&printsec=frontcover


https://environmentalevidencejournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13750-019-0152-
8 
 
https://www.caid.ca/JAICH2005v3n1p115.pdf 
 
 

Links outlining the economic effects mining has on communities.  
 
Land use:  
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0959652614003175?via%3Dihub 
 
Boom/Bust Culture: 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0305750X16000462?via%3Dihub 
 
Ghost Towns/Zombie Mines: 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/314100682_Ghost_Towns_and_Zombie_Mines_The
_Historical_Dimensions_of_Mine_Abandonment_Reclamation_and_Redevelopment_in_the_Ca
nadian_North 
 
 

Links outlining methods used for removing heavy metals from the environment:  
 
Subsurface flow compost:  
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0925857416305225?via%3Dihub 
 
Pushes ground water through an organic compost wetland which has bacteria that will produce 
sulfide which will then precipitate the zinc out into Zn Sulfide. This process does include the 
creation of sulfides.  
 
In lab settings, and through pilot 2-year program: 67.5% total Zn removal efficiency. 
 
Phytoremediation:  
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0147651315302116?via%3Dihub 
 
Using trees and other hyperaccumulating plants to capture and use the heavy metals found in 
the soil and groundwater.  
 
Permeable Reactive Barrier: 
 
Groundwater passes through a membrane that is covered in reactive materials where heavy 
metals will get stuck. In an alkaline environment, efficient in removing most heavy metals (Co a 

https://environmentalevidencejournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13750-019-0152-8
https://environmentalevidencejournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13750-019-0152-8
https://www.caid.ca/JAICH2005v3n1p115.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0959652614003175?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0305750X16000462?via%3Dihub
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/314100682_Ghost_Towns_and_Zombie_Mines_The_Historical_Dimensions_of_Mine_Abandonment_Reclamation_and_Redevelopment_in_the_Canadian_North
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/314100682_Ghost_Towns_and_Zombie_Mines_The_Historical_Dimensions_of_Mine_Abandonment_Reclamation_and_Redevelopment_in_the_Canadian_North
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/314100682_Ghost_Towns_and_Zombie_Mines_The_Historical_Dimensions_of_Mine_Abandonment_Reclamation_and_Redevelopment_in_the_Canadian_North
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0925857416305225?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0147651315302116?via%3Dihub


biproduct of Zn mining and smelting was not removed as well). These systems can be very 
expensive and are only possible in certain environments.  
 
https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1029/2019JG005438 
 
https://mineclosure.gtk.fi/permeable-reactive-barrier/ 
 
 
 

Links outlining the process of converting a mining area afterward:  
 
Requires time, money, and resources on remediation and cleanup.  
 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S2214790X16302246 
 
‘Transition Template,’ comprised of five components (stage, approach, mechanism, 
trajectory and base) 
 

https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1029/2019JG005438
https://mineclosure.gtk.fi/permeable-reactive-barrier/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S2214790X16302246
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Carr, Tim

From: Dawn Eve York <d.m.e.york@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 24, 2023 8:47 AM
To: LUPC, Wolfden Rezoning
Subject: Re: testimony for last night's public gear

EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside of the State of Maine Mail System. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

"My name is Dawn York.  
I'm speaking for myself as a resident, a mother, and the owner of a small ecological landscape and design company in 
Southern Maine. I work with and within nature throughout the Wabanaki region on a daily basis and I witness the life 
within the soil... the life within the water...during every single moment of that work. Over the past decade i have learned 
so much through this work about the intrinsic relationship we all have to this land. How it supports us and how the 
health of these resources is directly tied to the health of all of us. 
As many of us here have said and will say in different ways, there is no replacing these living resources once we allow 
their destruction. There is no economic promise from Wolfden that could come close to replacing these precious and 
valuable resources. 
I speak today in opposition to the proposed rezoning and mining project by Wolfden and am here to echo and support 
the community voices that will be directly impacted by this decision. 
The decision you make on this proposal will absolutely have a significant impact on future generations, our wildlife, and 
our waters and soils here. They are all connected. I hope you understand the power of your decision on this and choose 
to not allow the devastation that would come with mining in the Katahdin region. I hope you choose to listen to the 
indigenous voices and community members in opposition to this mining project who would, inevitably, be the ones first 
impacted by the damage of project should it ever take place. Wolfden claims in its proposal that this mining project 
would have "zero environmental discharge"...this is completely unsupported by any scientific data and has never been 
seen in any mining project before today. Their CEO has also been quoted saying  “There are no Indigenous rights in the 
state of Maine and so this really streamlines the permitting process.”  ...this is offensive and does not reflect how we 
value indigenous rights and voices here. 
I hope after hearing everyone speak tonight, you can make the decision to deny this application, saying with your whole 
heart that you are truly speaking for the people and places here....not only of today but of the future.  
Thank you for your time." 
 
Dawn York 







October 23, 2023
Good evening LUPC commissioners and others,

My name is John Banks. I'm a resident of Orono, a registered professional forester, and a

citizen of the Penobscot Nation. I am here tonight to urge you to deny this zone change. I

retired from the Penobscot Nation 2 years ago after a 40 year career with the tribe as a

departmental director. During that time I also served as one of the Penobscot Nation

Commissioners on the Maine Indian Tribal State Commission, or MITSC, for 34 years. As

you may know, MITSC was created under the statutory provisions of the 1980 Maine

Indian Land Claims Settlement Acts. One of MITSCs responsibilities is to regulate the

taking of fish on certain water bodies. Which brings me to the first point I would like to

share with you tonight.

That is the issue of indigenous rights. Tribal sustenance fishing rights are recognized in

federal as well as tribal law, and in fact, MITSC must consider sustenance fishing

practices when they enact fishing regulations on water bodies where they have

jurisdiction. You can imagine my shock when Wolfden stated that there are no

indigenous rights in Maine! That statement made me realize that this company is willing

to spread false information in order to assure its backers of a smooth permitting

process. The assumption that the tribes have no rights in Maine also makes me question

if Wolfden is the type of company we should trust with the significant natural resources

of the Pickett Mountain region. I don't think so!

The second point I would like to make tonight has more to do with the LUPC process,

and some of the comments I've heard during these public sessions. The thought that we

should let this play out, approve the zoning change, and “see what happens” as the first

test of Maine's recently revised mining regulations makes me cringe! Why on earth would

state officials take such a gamble with this project ? This “let's wait see what happens

attitude” seems to me like a potential shirking of LUPCs duties. We know that this type of



mining does cause ecological damage everywhere it has been done. This very dangerous

gamble would be a huge mistake.

During the course of the hearings in Millinocket I heard Wolfden use the concept of hope

many times. They hope to comply with all environmental regulations.their hope is to

employ local residents...they want to be good neighbors. Hopes, dreams, and maybes,

especially when viewed from an indigenous perspective, are not exactly beacons of trust!

The economic future of this region lies in the outdoor recreation sector. Hiking, canoeing,

hunting, cross country skiing, mountain biking, fishing, ATVing, trapping, snowmobiling,

wildlife watching, kayaking, all bring a lot of opportunity to the region. New motorized

and non-motorized trails are being developed all the time. The current zoning of the

Pickett Mountain area recognizes and supports these uses. Changing that zoning now

would be an exercise of “the tail wagging the dog.” I urge you to reject Wolfden’s zoning

change request.
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